Welcome to Week Three of your Latin Boot Camp!

Congratulations!  You have learned much about verb endings and what they mean.  Now we will move on to nouns, which also have endings that mean various things.

I. Define terms.  You will want to know what various grammatical terms mean, so this is the place to learn them!

Nouns are identified by Number, Gender, Case and Declension.

Number means: it is one thing or person, or is it more than one?  Singular or Plural.

Gender means: is it masculine, feminine, or neuter? 
Case is explained below.

Declension means a particular “family” of nouns.  In this Boot Camp, we will only look at one “family”, the First Declension.

II. English Cases.  In English, when we use pronouns, sometimes they look different from one another, even when they are talking about the same person or thing.   Here are some examples, talking about Robert.






using a pronoun instead of the name Robert
SUBJECT.
Robert is my friend 


He is my friend.

POSSESSIVE.
Here is Robert’s home.

Here is his home.
OBJECT.
I like Robert.



I like him.


Another one talking about Robert and Susie.

SUBJECT.  
Robert and Susie are my friends.

They are my friends.

POSSESSIVE.
We saw Robert’s and Susie’s dog.

We saw their dog.

OBJECT.
I like Robert and Susie.


I like them.


III. Latin Cases.
Did you notice that the names look the same in all six sentences (except for the ‘s) but the pronouns, he, him, his, they, them, and their change form?  That is what the Latin language does for every noun.  It changes form to show if the word is the subject, a possessive or object.


Here are some examples.


1. SUBJECT.

Femina hic habitat.

The woman lives here.
2. POSSESSIVE.

Hic est feminae villa.

Here is the womans’ house.
3. OBJECT.

Amo feminam.

I like the woman.

The ending in bold, a, tells us that in sentence #1, femina is the subject of that sentence.

In sentence #2, the ae ending is like the ‘s in the English sentences above.  It shows whose house it is.  It is the woman’s house.

In sentence #3, the ending in bold, am, tells us that femina is the object of like.  I like whom? 
 I like the woman.

Let’s go further with this.

To make these words plural, you add different endings.


1. SUBJECT.

Feminae hic habitant.

The women live here.
2. POSSESSIVE.

Hic est feminarum villa.
Here is the women’s house.
3. OBJECT.

Amo feminas.


I like the women.


 In Latin, instead of saying Subject, Possessive, and Object, we use these words:  Nominative Case, Genitive Case, and Accusative Case.

Here is a chart showing the usual way of presenting these cases.

The first chart has the singular endings, one whale.

ENGLISH WORD         LATIN CASE NAME      LATIN ENDING        LATIN  WORD      ENGLISH MEANING

	Subject
	Nominative
	-a
	balaena
	whale

	Possessive
	Genitive
	-ae
	balaenae
	whale’s

	Object
	Accusative
	-am
	balaenam
	whale


This chart shows the plural endings, more than one whale.

ENGLISH WORD         LATIN CASE NAME      LATIN ENDING        LATIN  WORD      ENGLISH MEANING

	Subject
	Nominative
	-ae
	balaenae
	whales

	Possessive
	Genitive
	-arum
	balaenarum
	whales’

	Object
	Accusative
	-as
	balaenas
	whales


Yes, you are right:  -ae  is given two times.  You’d have to figure out in the sentence whether the word is Genitive Singular (possessive) or Nominative Plural.

Let’s do another one.


Singular endings 

The first chart has the singular endings, one prophet.

ENGLISH WORD         LATIN CASE NAME      LATIN ENDING        LATIN  WORD      ENGLISH MEANING

	Subject
	Nominative
	-a
	propheta
	prophet

	Possessive
	Genitive
	-ae
	prophetae
	prophet’s

	Object
	Accusative
	-am
	prophetam
	prophet


This chart shows the plural endings, more than one prophet.

ENGLISH CASE         LATIN CASE NAME      LATIN ENDING        LATIN  WORD      ENGLISH MEANING

	Subject
	Nominative
	-ae
	prophetae
	prophets

	Possessive
	Genitive
	-arum
	prophetarum
	prophets’

	Object
	Accusative
	-as
	prophetas
	prophets


IV. Vocabulary.   You are given the Nominative and Genitive forms for these words.  You learn the genitive too because that is the form that lets you know this is a First Declension (First Family of) Noun.  When you remove the ae ending of the genitive singular form, you have a stem to which you add the endings. 

 Then, the f. or m. is given, and that stands for feminine or masculine.  You must learn these genders.  

Pronounce these words, using your chart from Week One. 
ā′qua, ā′quae, f., water






fēʹmīna, fēʹmīnae, f., woman


bālae′na, bālae′nae, f., whale
fāmī′līa, fāmī′līae, f., family

pōē′ta, pōē′tae, m., poet
prōphē′ta, prōphē′tae, m. or f., prophet

prōvin′cīa, prōvin′cīae, f., province 


sil′va, sil′vae, f., forest, woods

IV. Using the nouns with verbs.  

Let’s analyze some sentences.
A. This is Latin to English.

                                         

   Poeta cantat.

Literally, this says the poet he sings.  But we don’t talk like that in English.  So, leave off the word he and then it makes more sense.   The poet sings.

To say the poets sing, we make both the word for poet and the word for sing in the plurals.

Poetae cantant.
B.  English to Latin.

 1. The woman sings.
Who is the subject?  The woman.   As the subject, she will have the ending for the Nominative Case.

 Is she I, you, or Someone else?  She is not I, nor you, so she is someone else.  That means the verb is 3rd person singular.  The ending for the verb will be -t.  (Refer to the chart in Week Two.)

The woman sings.    Femina cantat.
If the subject of a sentence is singular, 
then the verb (predicate) must also be singular.

2. 


                                 gen.sing.        nom.s.      3/sing.
The woman’s family sings.

Here the woman’s is possessive, showing whose family it is.  The apostrophe s helps, doesn’t it?


                          
gen.sing.     nom.s.      3/sing.

Feminae familia cantat.


We mark above the words to show what case each word is in.   

3. 




1/s.            acc.pl.



I like whales.




Amo balaenas.

You will have many examples to try in your Worksheet!  
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