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I. Grammar

A. Gerund. A gerund is a verb which has been made into a noun by adding -ing. In Latin
it is formed by the present stem + -nd- (or -end-) + newter endings from the seconddeclension.
An example is [ came to school by walking. I is the subject, came 15 the predicate, fo sohool 15 a
prepositional phrase, and by walking tells the means by which the action was performed.
Veni ad ludum ambulando.

There are only four cases for this verbal noun: genitive, dative, accusative, and ablative, all

singular and all neuter. Where yvou would need a gerund for the subject of a verb, use the infinitive
in Latin.

Natare est meum otium, To swim iy my relaxation.
This does not say lierally Swimming is my leiswre, but it may be translated that way.

A Latin gerund 15 not normally used as the direct object of a verb; the preferred method 18 1o use
the imfinitive for direct objects as well as for subjects. The principal use of the gerund in the
accusative case 18 with the preposition ad to show purpose.

Put this chart in vour notebook in the “Grammar” section on a page titled Gerunds and
Gerundives.

A gerund is a verbal noun and is declined like a second declension neuter
singular noun, except that it has no nominative case form.
A gerundive is a verbal adjective and agrees with ils noun in number, gender, and case.

Mo, | (Use imlimiive.)
e, amandi videndi regendi audiendi capiendi
Dt amando videndo regendo aundiendo capiendo
Age, amandum videndum regendum andiendum capiendum
Abl. amando videndo regendo audiendo capiendo
Nom. Habitare in caclo est nostra spes. To five tn heaven is our hope.
Living in heaven is our hope.

Gen.  MNon est defessus discendi. He not iy tived of fearning.

Dat.  Vitam docendo dat. She gives fher) life to teaching.

Acc.  Visitare vere amo. [ really fike to visit. [ really like visiting.

Libros bonos legimus ad discendum
We read good books to learn (I, foward learning).
Abl. Ad ltaliam iter facient navigando. Dhey will travel to ftaly bysailing.




